
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES $61,275 FOR COMMUNITY INVOLVED IN SUSTAINING AGRICULTURE (CISA)

  
 WASHINGTON  Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) today announced that USDA Farmers Market Promotion Program has awarded $61,275 to Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture (CISA) of western Massachusetts. The funding will enable farmers to enter workplace environments to create new direct markets.

  Congressman Olver said, "With some of the best agricultural land in the nation, the Pioneer Valley has a long, rich legacy of farming. Identifying local markets for local farmers helps them stay economically viable in an increasingly difficult global economy. A direct result of such efforts will be the preservation of jobs on family farms in Franklin County and throughout western Massachusetts."

     "Coupling local farmers with local businesses is a win-win partnership," says Annie Cheatham, CISA Executive Director.  "Consumers receive fresh, nutritious food conveniently delivered to their workplace while helping to sustain the local economy, a healthy environment, and the livelihood of the local farmers they know and trust."

  The USDA Farmers Market Promotion grant award is one of 20 nationwide first-time grants totaling $900,000 to establish or promote farmers markets, roadside stands, and similar agricultural ventures.  The grant will develop a new direct marketing channel for farmers by creating a community supported agricultural program for workplace employees in Western Massachusetts, while providing training and hands-on agricultural production and marketing experiences for new immigrant farmers and other small-scale agriculture producers.

  CISA is a non-profit organization based in South Deerfield, Mass. dedicated to sustaining agriculture in western Massachusetts and promoting the products of small farms. CISA works toward community development by fostering a long-term, mutually beneficial relationship between farmers and consumers. CISA offers programs, special events, marketing products and workshops to enhance the economic development of the region.  For more information about CISA, go to http://www.buylocalfood.com/cisa.html.
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